
CUMBRIA POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

Meeting date: 14 October 2021 

From: Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Manager, 

Cumbria County Council 

 

PANEL UPDATE REPORT 

 

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 

1.2 This report updates the Police and Crime Panel on key issues and 
developments that have occurred since the last meeting on 9 July 2021. 

 
 

2.0  ISSUES FOR THE PANEL 
 

2.1 Note the range of information and activity set out in the report. 
 

2.2  Identify any areas on which Panel Members require further information 
or other action. 

 
 

3.0  BACKGROUND 
 

Update on National Policy and Legislation 

 
 Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill 

 

3.1 The Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill has completed its initial 
journey through the House of Commons since the last Panel meeting in 

July and is now in the Committee Stage in the House of Lords. 
 

3.2 The Bill’s progress is being closely tracked, and further analysis of the 
implications will be provided at the appropriate time. 

 
 Beating Crime Plan 

 
3.3 In July, the Government published its ‘Beating Crime Plan’ which sets out 

its ambitions of fewer victims of crime, peaceful neighbourhoods and a 
safer country. 

 
 



3.4 The Plan sets out a strategic approach focused on the following themes: 
 

 Cutting homicides 
 Serious violence and neighbourhood crime 

 Exposing and ending hidden harms 
 Building capability and capacity to deal with fraud and online crime. 

 
3.5 Specific measures included in the Plan include: 

 
  A new national online platform providing access to a range of 

interactive police services in one co-ordinated place – including 
details about neighbourhood police officers 

 Develop league tables for answering 101 and 999 calls 
 A new 317 million package focused on young people admitted to 

A&E with a knife injury or following contact with the police 

 Investment in specialist teams in both mainstream schools and 
Alternative Provision in serious violence hotspots to support young 

people at risk of involvement in violence to re-engage in education 
 Expanding use of electronic monitoring for serious acquisitive 

offenders to a further 13 police force areas  
 Trialling the use of alcohol tags – which detect alcohol in the sweat 

of offenders guilty of drink-fuelled crime – on prison leavers in 
Wales  

 Hold a summit later this year to bring employers together to 
encourage more prison leavers to enter employment 

 Increasing the police’s use of drug testing on arrest  
 Deliver a cross-Government summit to work up a comprehensive 

package of measures that will drive down demand for illegal drugs 
and tackle these challenges across society.  

 

3.6 Delivery of the Plan will be driven by the Government but also relies on 
others, including in particular Police and Crime Commissioners and Local 

Criminal Justice Boards. The full Strategy is available at Beating crime 
plan - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). 

 
 Violence against Women and Girls Strategy 

 
3.7 In July, the Home Office published a new Tackling Violence against 

Women and Girls Strategy for England and Wales. 
 

3.8 The Strategy sets out 3 government ambitions to reduce the prevalence 
of violence against women and girls, and improve the support and 

response for victims and survivors. These are: 
 

 To decrease the number of victims (as measured through the Crime 

Survey in England and Wales) by preventing more of these crimes 
and identifying more of the crimes that are not prevented. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/beating-crime-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/beating-crime-plan


 To increase support for victims and survivors, through ensuring they 
have access to quality support appropriate to their needs (as 

measured through increased funded support services); 
 

 To increase the number of perpetrators brought to justice (as 
measured through police recorded crime and court data), including 

for rape and other sexual offences, domestic abuse, stalking and 
harassment, and ‘honour’-based abuse including female genital 

mutilation and forced marriage. 
 

o And also to increase reporting to the police (as measured by 
the Crime Survey for England and Wales and police recorded 

crime) and increase victim engagement with the police and 
wide public service response.  

 

 And specifically to reduce the proportion of victims of these 
crimes withdrawing from criminal justice proceedings and 

increase public confidence in the system (measured by 
police recorded crime and criminal justice agency reporting 

data); and, 
 

3.9 The actions identified to achieve these ambitions include: 
 

 Prevention 
 

o The Home Office will invest £3 million to better understand 
what works to prevent violence against women and girls;  

 
o To help ensure women feel safe in public places, the Home 

Office is launching a £5 million Safety of Women at Night Fund 

focused on the prevention of violence against women and girls 
in public spaces at night;  

 
o The Home Office will also pilot a tool, StreetSafe, which will 

enable the public to anonymously report areas where they feel 
unsafe and identify what about the location made them feel this 

way. The data will be used to inform local decision-making; and  
 

o The Department for Education will better support teachers to 
deliver the recently introduced Relationships, Sex and Health 

education curriculum, as well as explore how we can use young 
people, such as university students, to support this.  

 
 Support for victims and survivors 

 

o The Home Office will provide £1.5 million funding to further 
increase provision for ‘by and for’ services and to further 

increase funding for valuable specialist services such as the 
‘revenge porn’ helpline;  



 
o To ensure students and young people are supported, the 

Department for Education will work with the Office for Students 
to tackle sexual harassment and abuse in higher education 

(including universities) and will review options to limit use of 
Non-Disclosure Agreements in cases of sexual harassment in 

higher education; and  
 

o NHS England and NHS Improvement are developing local 
‘pathfinder’ projects for enhanced trauma-informed mental 

health support for sexual abuse victims and survivors with the 
most complex needs 

 
 Increasing number of perpetrators brough to justice 

 

o The Home Office will appoint an independent reviewer to review 
the police management of registered sex offenders in the 

community and will provide new investment for the National 
Crime Agency to develop new methods of identifying serial sex 

offenders from existing data. The Government will also take 
forward work looking at the escalation of sexual offending;  

 
o The Department for Health and Social Care will work to 

criminalise ‘virginity testing’, which some women and girls are 
being forced to undergo;  

 
o The Home Office is working with the College of Policing and 

others to produce new advice on existing laws for police officers 
to more effectively respond to street harassment and to better 

understand the effectiveness of existing offences in tackling the 

issue of sex for rent, and to ensure that proper use is 
consistently made of tools such as Stalking Protection Orders; 

and  
 

o The Government is considering the recommendations of the 
Law Commission’s review of abusive and harmful online 

communications which was commissioned by the Department 
for Digital, Culture Media and Sport and recommends a range 

of new offences, including a new threatening communications 
offence and a new offence of cyberflashing. 

 
3.10 The Strategy is available in full at Tackling violence against women and 

girls strategy - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 

3.11 The Government has committed to publishing strategies in relation to 

Domestic Abuse, Child Sexual Exploitation an Drugs over the coming 
weeks and months. 

 
 



 Review of Police and Crime Commissioners 
 

3.12 In July, the Government also launched Part 2 of the review of the role of 
Police and Crime Commissioners. This part of the review, and follow-up 

from Part One, will focus on: 
 

 Examining the role of PCCs in offender management. 
 

 Considering the role of PCCs in the partnership landscape and 
assessment of the sufficiency of PCC’s current tools and levers in 

relation to reducing crime, combatting drugs misuse and tackling 
anti-social behaviour – the review will focus on Local Criminal 

Justice Boards, Community Safety Partnerships and Violence 
Reduction Units. 

 

 A stakeholder consultation on giving a general power of competence 
to PCCs as afforded to Local Authorities. 

 
 Assessing the Police and Crime Panel model - specifically the 

potential benefits of independent members, identifying and securing 
the right skill sets and options to strengthen panel support. 

 
 Considering whether the existing mechanisms for investigating 

complaints and allegations against PCCs are sufficient and examine 
the role of the IOPC in assessing criminal wrongdoings by PCCs and 

the issue of vexatious complaints. 
 

 Considering the merits and demerits of introducing recall for PCCs 
for very serious breaches of behaviour, including what might be a 

suitable trigger mechanism. 

 
 Examining how PCCs use data in holding Chief Constables to 

account for the efficient and effective delivery of policing services in 
their respective areas, including how data is fed into centrally-held 

databases and is utilised by the Home Office and relevant policing 
partners to reduce crime. 

 
3.13 In addition, and separate to the PCC Review, the Ministry of Justice is 

considering the role of PCCs in enforcing victims’ rights and 
commissioning support services. 

 
 Funding Opportunities 

 
3.14 The third round of the Home Office’s Safer Streets Fund was announced 

on 3 October 2021. Cumbria’s Police and Crime Commissioner was 

awarded £191,583.96. 
 

 



4.0 CONCLUSION 
 

4.1 Following the Panel’s consideration of the draft Police and Crime Plan at 
this meeting, it is proposed that the Panel review its work programme 

and identify issues for further investigation. 
 

 
Clare Killeen 

Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Manager 
Cumbria County Council 
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Contact: Clare Killeen, telephone: 07771913588 or e-mail 

clare.killeen@cumbria.gov.uk 
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